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[bookmark: section_12_1_10_definitions]Section 12-1-10. Definitions
When used in this Chapter, the following terms have the meanings set forth below. Terms not defined here have their ordinary meaning under Colorado law.
• At-large: An animal is at-large when off the premises owned or rented by its owner and not under physical restraint by leash, chain, or other device held by a competent person. Fenced containment on owner's property does not constitute at-large.
• Brush: Voluntary growth of bushes growing out of place at the location, including all cuttings from trees and bushes and high rank shrubbery growth that may conceal filthy deposits or create fire hazards.
• Garbage: Rejected or waste food matter including meat, vegetables, fruit, food scraps, and similar organic waste materials from any source.
• Hazard to health or safety: Any condition, activity, or substance that:
1. Creates foul or offensive odors affecting neighboring properties;
2. Promotes growth or propagation of disease-carrying insects or rodents;
3. Pollutes air or groundwater of adjacent property;
4. Creates loud or offensive sounds in violation of Section 12-1-80;
5. Causes drainage or runoff to occur in patterns substantially different from historical patterns; or
6. Otherwise threatens public health, safety, or welfare as determined by the Town.
• Inoperable vehicle: Any automobile, truck, tractor, motorcycle, or self-propelled vehicle that is junked, wrecked, wholly or partially dismantled, discarded, abandoned, or unable to perform its original function. A vehicle is presumed inoperable if:
1. It lacks a current valid registration plate visible on the exterior;
2. It is placed on jacks, blocks, chains, or other supports rather than its wheels;
3. It lacks one or more parts necessary for lawful operation on public streets; or
4. It has remained immobile in the same location for more than 30 consecutive days.
• Junk: Old, used, or secondhand materials including but not limited to: cloth, rags, clothing, furniture, appliances, refrigerators, freezers, motor vehicles or parts, machinery, or any articles commonly classified as junk or scrap.
• Litter: The scattering, dropping, or improper disposal of rubbish, trash, or other matter whether organic or inorganic.
• Owner: Any person, firm, corporation, partnership, or entity having legal or equitable title to property, including contract purchasers and those in actual possession. For rental property, both owner and tenant may be held responsible under this Chapter.
• Public nuisance: Any substance, act, occupation, condition, or use of property that:
1. Substantially annoys, injures, or endangers the comfort, health, repose, or safety of the public;
2. Renders the public insecure in life or in the use of property;
3. Unlawfully and substantially interferes with, obstructs, or renders dangerous any street, alley, highway, or public way;
4. Offends public decency; or
5. Is specifically declared a nuisance by this Chapter.
• Rubbish: Inorganic refuse matter including tin cans, glass, paper, boxes, bottles, discarded building materials, such as rotted lumber, tires, refuse, sweepings, and similar materials.
• Town: The Town of Crestone, Colorado, acting through its authorized officials, employees, or agents.
• Town Code Enforcement Officer: Any person designated by the Town to enforce the provisions of this Chapter, including but not limited to police officers, building officials, and designated town employees.
• Trash: Discarded household and yard materials, yard waste, and similar waste substances when excessive or an eyesore.
• Weed: An unsightly, useless, or injurious growing herbaceous plant, including all rank vegetable growth that exhales unpleasant odors or may conceal filthy deposits. This specifically includes but is not limited to thistles, chico, sagebrush, and greasewood exceeding eight inches in height.

[bookmark: section_12_1_20_general_prohibiti_c25458]Section 12-1-20. General Prohibition of Public Nuisances
(a) Unlawful conduct. It is unlawful for any person to:
a. Create, cause, commit, or maintain any public nuisance;
b. Knowingly permit any public nuisance to exist on property they own, occupy, or control;
c. Fail to abate any public nuisance after receiving notice as provided in this Chapter; or
d. Aid, abet, or assist in creating or maintaining any public nuisance.
(b) Continuing violation. Each day a nuisance exists or continues after proper notice constitutes a separate violation.
(c) Responsibility of property owners. Property owners are responsible for nuisances on their property regardless of whether they personally created the condition, except where:
e. The nuisance was created by third-party criminal conduct and the owner demonstrates prompt action to abate upon discovery; or
f. The owner demonstrates that despite reasonable preventive measures, the nuisance could not have been prevented.
(d) Multiple responsible parties. Where multiple persons are responsible for a nuisance, they are jointly and severally liable for abatement and penalties.

[bookmark: section_12_1_30_waste_and_refuse_9ce433]Section 12-1-30. Waste and Refuse Violations
(a) Accumulation of waste materials. It is unlawful and constitutes a nuisance to pile, store, or allow accumulation of garbage, rubbish, trash, weeds, manure, or animal feces in quantities that:
a. Harbor or conceal vermin, rodents, or disease-carrying insects;
b. Create unsafe, unhealthy, or unsightly conditions;
c. Generate offensive odors affecting neighboring properties; or
d. Attract bears or other wildlife as described in Section 12-1-90.
(b) Wildlife-resistant container requirements.
e. All businesses that sell, serve, or process food must use hard-sided, wildlife-resistant trash receptacles with secure latching lids.
f. Residential garbage containers without latching mechanisms must be stored inside a building or shed except on collection day.
g. For curbside pickup, containers may be placed at the curb only on the scheduled collection day and must be returned to secure storage by 10:00 p.m. that day.
h. Business owners are responsible for collecting any litter released from containers due to animal entry or negligence.
(c) Transportation of waste. Transporting garbage, manure, trash, leaves, grass, or similar materials on any Town street in an open vehicle is prohibited unless:
i. The load is covered with a substantially tight cover secured to prevent spillage; or
j. The load is securely tied down to prevent any material from scattering onto streets.
(d) Illegal dumping. It is unlawful to dump, throw, or place any rubbish, debris, grass clippings, or waste materials:
k. On any public property or right-of-way;
l. On any private property without the owner's written permission; or
m. In any manner that causes materials to scatter onto adjacent property or public ways.
n. The Brush Pick-up program is excepted from this provision.
(e) Stale or putrid matter. Accumulation of stale, putrid, stinking fat, grease, or other noxious organic matter on any property is prohibited.
(f) Unauthorized signs and postings.
o. Posting signs, handbills, posters, or placards on any public or private structure without the owner's permission is prohibited.
p. Permitted signs must be removed within three days after expiration of the advertised event by the person who posted them.
q. Violators are responsible for removal costs if Town abates.

[bookmark: section_12_1_40_water_and_environ_6966fa]Section 12-1-40. Water and Environmental Hazards
(a) Stagnant water. Ditches, containers, or areas holding stagnant water that provide breeding grounds for mosquitoes or other disease-carrying insects are prohibited. This includes but is not limited to: old tires, buckets, pools, decorative water features, and containers holding water for more than 72 hours without circulation.
(b) Wells and cisterns.
a. Any well or cistern containing contaminated, impure, or unwholesome water as determined by chemical analysis or proper testing is a nuisance.
b. Abandoned wells or cisterns must be filled in accordance with state regulations within 30 days of abandonment.
c. Active wells and cisterns must be adequately covered with:
• A locked lid or covering weighing at least 60 pounds; or
• A secure fence at least six feet in height surrounding the opening.
d. Excavations exceeding five feet in depth must meet the same covering or fencing requirements.
(c) Discharge of hazardous substances.
e. Discharging foul, noxious, flammable, or hazardous liquids onto adjacent property, streets, alleys, or public places is prohibited.
f. Storage of flammable or hazardous materials must comply with applicable fire codes and may not create hazards to persons or property.
g. Sewer lines, inlets, and systems must be maintained to prevent noxious or offensive conditions.
(d) Petroleum product storage near water sources.
h. No gasoline or fuel storage tank greater than 60 gallons may be located:
• Within 500 feet of any municipal or private water well; or
• Within 1,000 feet of any well located in the direction of groundwater flow.
i. Above-ground petroleum storage exceeding 20 gallons within wellhead protection areas must:
• Have a catch basin at least equal to container size capable of capturing leaked fuel;
• Be inspected upon installation and at least every five years thereafter.
j. Underground storage tanks of any size are prohibited within wellhead protection areas.
k. This subsection does not apply to vehicle fuel tanks or propane tanks.
l. Legally existing non-conforming tanks as of the effective date of this ordinance may continue but upgrades for groundwater protection are encouraged.

[bookmark: section_12_1_50_vegetation_and_fi_edebc4]Section 12-1-50. Vegetation and Fire Hazards
(a) Weed control requirement.
a. Permitting growth of chico, sagebrush, rabbitbrush, greasewood, thistles, weeds, or waste vegetation exceeding eight inches in height is prohibited.
b. Property owners are responsible for weed control on their property and on adjacent Town property including:
• To the center of adjacent alley ways;
• To the curb line of adjacent streets;
• Front, side, and rear adjacent public property.
c. This includes trimming trees, hedges, and shrubbery that overhang public ways.
(b) Fire hazards.
d. Excessive accumulation of firewood, kindling, or flammable materials constituting a fire hazard as declared by the Fire Chief or certified fire mitigator is prohibited.
e. Firewood may not be stored on public rights-of-way.
f. Dry brush and vegetation creating fire hazards must be removed when ordered by Fire Chief.
(c) Snow and debris removal. Property owners must remove snow or tree debris from sidewalks abutting their property within 24 hours after accumulation.
(d) Smoke and burning restrictions.
g. Creating smoke or odors from burning trash, leaves, weeds, or refuse that causes annoyance to others is prohibited.
h. Vehicle idling producing excessive fumes for more than ten minutes in residential areas is prohibited.
i. Open burning is regulated under separate Town ordinances and Colorado air quality regulations.

[bookmark: section_12_1_60_vehicle_violations]Section 12-1-60. Vehicle Violations
(a) Inoperable, junk, or leaking fluid prohibited.
a. No person may keep, store, or maintain more than 2 inoperable vehicles on private property visible from public ways or neighboring property.
b. Exception: Vehicles completely enclosed in buildings or screened from public view, in full compliance with state and federal regulatory storage requirements, are permitted.
c. Exception: Licensed motor vehicle dealers and farm implement dealers on properly zoned premises.
(b) Abandoned vehicles.
d. Abandoning vehicles on private property is prohibited.
e. Vehicles left unattended on private property for 24 hours or more and appearing abandoned under C.R.S. § 42-4-1801 et seq. may be removed by Town.
f. Property owners must notify the Town of abandoned vehicles on their property.
g. After 72 hours notice, Town may remove abandoned vehicles at owner's expense.
(c) Notice and removal procedure.
h. The Town Code Enforcement Officer shall require removal of inoperable or abandoned vehicles within 72 hours of written notice.
i. Notice may be posted on the vehicle. 
j. Failure to remove within ten days authorizes Town to remove vehicle at owner's expense plus administrative fees.
(d) Junkyards. Places used as junkyards or for storing wrecked vehicles, machinery, or appliances that interfere with comfortable enjoyment of property by others or are unsightly are prohibited, except:
k. Materials kept in completely enclosed buildings; or
l. Materials completely obscured from public view. 
[bookmark: section_12_1_70_animal_related_nuisances]Section 12-1-70. Animal-Related Nuisances
(a) General animal nuisance. Any animal not under owner control that creates serious annoyance or threat to the public is a nuisance. See Article 4 for comprehensive animal control provisions.
(b) Dog owner responsibilities. Dog owners must exercise proper care and control to prevent dogs from:
a. Running at-large as defined in Section 12-1-10;
b. Injuring or destroying real or personal property of others;
c. Chasing, harassing, or injuring wildlife;
d. Creating excessive noise as described in Section 12-1-80(c);
e. Defecating on public or private property without immediate owner cleanup.
(c) Leash requirement. Dogs must be leashed and under immediate control when in:
f. Public property or rights-of-way;
g. Common areas of private property without permission of the owner;
h. Parking lots, churches, cemeteries, parks, schools, and all public places.
(d) Escape notification. Within one hour after a dog escapes owner control, the owner must report the escape to the Town Code Enforcement Officer.
(e) Dead animals.
i. Any dead animal undisposed of for more than 24 hours after death is a nuisance.
j. Property owners must promptly dispose of dead animals on their property.
k. Placing dead animals on Town rights-of-way or property is prohibited.
(f) Offensive businesses. Slaughterhouses and other offensive or unwholesome businesses detrimental to public health, morals, safety, or welfare are prohibited within Town limits or within one mile beyond Town limits.

[bookmark: section_12_1_80_noise_violations]Section 12-1-80. Noise Violations
(a) Decibel limits.
a. Residential zones:
• 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.: Maximum 60 decibels at 25 feet from property line
• 8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.: Maximum 50 decibels at 25 feet from property line
b. Commercial zone outside of town sanctioned events:
• 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.: Maximum 65 decibels
• 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.: Maximum 60 decibels
(b) Vehicle audio systems. Operating speakers or audio systems in or from vehicles that cause unreasonable offensive annoyance in violation of decibel limits is prohibited.
(c) Barking dogs and animal noise. Allowing dogs or other animals to disturb persons or neighborhoods by loud, persistent, or habitual barking, yelping, or other sounds is prohibited.
(d) Engine brakes. Using engine brakes or auxiliary engine braking systems on motor vehicles within Town limits except when necessary for safe operation is prohibited.
(e) Extended vehicle idling. Operating diesel vehicles at idle while stationary for longer than 15 minutes is prohibited, whether occupied or unoccupied, except:
c. Emergency vehicles performing emergency functions;
d. Vehicles requiring engine operation for loading/unloading functions;
e. Vehicles in traffic queues.

[bookmark: section_12_1_90_wildlife_protection]Section 12-1-90. Wildlife Protection
(a) Bear feeding prohibition.
a. Intentionally feeding bears is prohibited.
b. Habitually leaving unprotected garbage or food accessible to bears is prohibited.
c. Property owners must take remedial action to avoid bear contact including securing or removing:
• Outdoor trash containers (see Section 12-1-30(b));
• Cooking grills;
• Pet food;
• Bird feeders;
• Any similar food source or attractant.
(b) Wildlife feeding prohibition. Intentionally placing, depositing, distributing, or scattering grain, hay, or other foods to lure, attract, or entice big game not lawfully held in captivity is prohibited.
(c) Education and warnings. First violations may result in educational contact and warning before citation, at officer discretion, except where immediate danger exists.

[bookmark: section_12_1_100_property_mainten_7490fe]Section 12-1-100. Property Maintenance Standards
(a) Abandoned or deteriorated buildings.
a. Maintaining buildings used or intended for commercial purposes that are abandoned, unfinished, deteriorated, or unsafe is prohibited where such buildings:
• Become havens for vagrants or transients;
• Harbor or encourage unlawful or criminal activity;
• Present structural hazards to public safety; or
• Create unsightly conditions affecting property values.
b. Property owners must either:
• Complete construction to safe, functional condition;
• Secure and maintain structures to prevent entry and hazards; or
• Remove structures if deemed unsafe by Building Official.
(b) Camping on public property. Camping or occupancy in vehicles, trailers, recreational vehicles, tents, yurts, or similar structures on public rights-of-way or public property between 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. is prohibited except in areas specifically designated by Town resolution.

[bookmark: section_12_1_110_prohibited_signs_abd577]Section 12-1-110. Prohibited Signs and Postings
See Section 12-1-30(f) for comprehensive sign posting requirements.

[bookmark: article_2_enforcement_and_abatement]ARTICLE 2: ENFORCEMENT AND ABATEMENT
[bookmark: section_12_2_10_responsibility_an_2401e1]Section 12-2-10. Responsibility and Notice
(a) Responsibility determination.
a. Where a nuisance arises from usual, natural, or necessary use of property, the owner is responsible.
b. Where a nuisance arises from unusual use or business activities, both owner and occupant are responsible.
c. Any person who creates or causes a nuisance is responsible regardless of property ownership.
(b) Complaint procedure.
d. Complaints may be made to the Town Clerk, Mayor, or Town Code Enforcement Officer.
e. Complaints should include:
• Description of the nuisance;
• Property location and address;
• Owner/occupant name if known;
• Complainant name and contact information.
f. Anonymous complaints may be accepted but may limit investigation options.
(c) Notice of violation.
g. Upon determining a nuisance exists, the Town shall provide written notice to:
• Property owner as shown on county tax records;
• Occupant or tenant if different from owner;
• Any agent known to be responsible.
h. Notice must include:
• Description of the violation;
• Location and legal description of property;
• Required corrective action;
• Deadline for compliance;
• Consequences of non-compliance;
• Right to request hearing or extension;
• Contact information for questions.
i. Notice may be delivered by:
• Personal service;
• First-class mail to address on tax records;
• Posting on the property and mailing;
• Email if owner has provided email address to Town.

[bookmark: section_12_2_20_compliance_timeline]Section 12-2-20. Compliance Timeline
(a) Standard compliance period. Unless otherwise specified, responsible parties have 14 days from notice date to abate nuisances, unless otherwise agreed by Town and Resident.
a. Other good cause exists.
(b) Shortened timelines. For violations creating immediate health or safety hazards, compliance may be required in less than 14 days as specified in notice.
(c) Extension requests. Requests for extensions must be submitted in writing before the compliance deadline and must explain:
b. Reasons compliance cannot be achieved within standard timeframe;
c. Steps being taken toward compliance;
d. Proposed completion date;
e. Any mitigating measures implemented.

[bookmark: section_12_2_30_emergency_abateme_a0835d]Section 12-2-30. Emergency Abatement Authority
(a) Emergency situations defined. Emergency situations exist where there is imminent danger of:
a. Loss of life or serious bodily injury;
b. Significant property damage;
c. Immediate danger to public health or safety; or
d. Environmental contamination threatening water supplies.
(b) Summary abatement authorization.
e. In emergency situations, the Town Clerk, Mayor, or Town Code Enforcement Officer may immediately abate nuisances without prior notice.
f. Reasonable force may be used to gain entry to buildings or premises for emergency abatement.
g. Town shall make reasonable efforts to contact property owner during or immediately after emergency abatement.
(c) Emergency abatement costs. All costs of emergency abatement are recoverable from responsible parties as provided in Section 12-2-60.
(d) Resistance prohibited. Resisting reasonable force used by authorized officials for emergency abatement is unlawful.

[bookmark: section_12_2_40_right_of_entry_an_a37a9f]Section 12-2-40. Right of Entry and Inspection
(a) Inspection authority.
a. Town Code Enforcement Officers may enter upon real property (but not a residence or ADU) at reasonable times and after written or digital notice which shall be a minimum of 48 hours prior to entry in order to:
• Investigate complaints;
• Inspect for nuisance conditions;
• Monitor compliance with abatement orders;
• Perform duties under this Chapter.
(b) Occupied property procedure.
b. For occupied buildings, officers must:
• Present proper credentials;
• Request entry from owner or occupant;
• Explain purpose of inspection.
c. If entry is refused, officers must provide 24 hours' written notice of intent to inspect.
d. Notice must inform owner/occupant of right to refuse entry and that warrant may be sought.
(c) Unoccupied property procedure.
e. For unoccupied buildings or property, officers shall make reasonable effort to contact owner.
f. If owner cannot be located, 24 hours' written notice shall be posted on property.
(d) Search warrant authority.
g. If entry is refused or serious threat to public safety exists, officers may seek administrative search warrant.
h. Upon probable cause showing, Municipal Judge or court of competent jurisdiction may issue warrant.
i. Reasonable force may be used to execute valid warrant.
(e) Open areas. This Section does not restrict officer authority to observe and inspect areas visible from public ways or unposted areas not protected by Fourth Amendment.
(f) Resistance prohibited. Resisting lawful entry by authorized officials is unlawful and subject to separate penalties.

[bookmark: section_12_2_50_town_abatement_process]Section 12-2-50. Town Abatement Process
(a) Abatement authorization. If nuisance is not abated within compliance period, Town may abate using:
a. Town employees;
b. Independent contractors;
c. Combination of Town and contractor resources.
(b) Abatement standards.
d. Town shall proceed with due care in abatement.
e. Abatement shall be accomplished with minimum necessary property destruction.
f. Town shall document abatement activities including photographs and cost records.
(c) Personal property.
g. Personal property removed during abatement shall be stored for 30 days.
h. Owner may reclaim property upon payment of removal and storage costs.
i. Property unclaimed after 30 days may be disposed of per Colorado law.

[bookmark: section_12_2_60_cost_recovery_and_liens]Section 12-2-60. Cost Recovery and Liens
(a) Liability for costs. Responsible parties are liable for all Town costs of abatement including:
a. Labor costs (Town employees or contractors);
b. Equipment and materials;
c. Disposal fees;
d. Administrative costs as set by Town resolution;
e. Ten percent collection fee;
f. Legal fees if collection action required.
(b) Billing procedure.
g. Town Clerk shall send itemized bill to property owner via first-class mail within 30 days of abatement.
h. Bill shall demand payment within 30 days.
i. Bill shall warn that unpaid amounts will become lien against property.
(c) Lien process.
j. If payment not received within 30 days, Town Clerk shall certify costs to County Treasurer.
k. Certification shall include:
• Legal description of property;
• Owner name from tax records;
• Statement of work performed and date;
• Total costs including fees.
l. Assessment becomes lien against property with priority over other liens except general taxes and prior special assessments.
m. Lien is collected in same manner as real estate taxes.
(d) Alternative collection. Town may pursue collection through:
n. Civil action in court of competent jurisdiction;
o. Small claims court if amount qualifies; or
p. Any other lawful collection method.

[bookmark: section_12_2_70_judicial_remedies]Section 12-2-70. Judicial Remedies
(a) Judicial determination action. As alternative to administrative abatement, Town Attorney may file action in Municipal Court or court of competent jurisdiction seeking:
a. Judicial determination that nuisance exists;
b. Order requiring responsible party to abate;
c. Injunction prohibiting continued nuisance;
d. Award of abatement costs and attorney fees;
e. Such other relief as court deems appropriate.
(b) Court-ordered abatement. Upon judicial determination that nuisance exists, court may authorize Town to abate nuisance using any lawful means.
(c) Cumulative remedies. Remedies under this Chapter are cumulative. Pursuing one remedy does not preclude pursuing others concurrently or subsequently.
(d) Concurrent remedies. Civil abatement proceedings may be pursued concurrently with criminal prosecution for violations.

[bookmark: section_12_2_80_penalties]Section 12-2-80. Penalties
(a) Penalties. Any person violating this Chapter is subject to:
a. Fines not exceeding $2,650 in total per violation;
b. Imprisonment not exceeding one year.
(b) Separate violations. Each day a violation continues after proper notice constitutes a separate offense subject to separate penalties up to the limit as defined by C.R.S. § 13-10-113.
(c) Additional civil penalties. Penalties are in addition to and not in lieu of:
c. Civil abatement costs and liens;
d. Injunctive relief;
e. Other civil remedies.
(d) Strict liability. Violations are strict liability offenses. Lack of intent or knowledge is not a defense except where specifically provided in this Chapter.

[bookmark: article_3_trees_and_vegetation]ARTICLE 3: TREES AND VEGETATION
[bookmark: section_12_3_10_tree_standards_an_30befa]Section 12-3-10. Tree Standards and Requirements
(a) Tree size classifications.
a. Small trees: Mature height of ten feet or less
b. Medium trees: Mature height of more than ten feet but not more than 20 feet
c. Large trees: Mature height of more than 20 feet (maximum 30 feet without Town approval)
(b) Street tree spacing requirements. Minimum spacing between street trees:
d. Small trees: 30 feet
e. Medium trees: 40 feet
f. Large trees: 50 feet
(c) Distance from curbs and sidewalks. Minimum planting distance:
g. Small trees: Two feet
h. Medium trees: Three feet
i. Large trees: Four feet
(d) Other spacing requirements.
j. No street tree within 20 feet of intersection corner (measured from curb lines);
k. No tree within 15 feet of fire hydrant;
l. No tree (except small trees) within ten lateral feet of overhead utility or five feet of underground utility.
(e) Clearance requirements.
m. Tree branches over sidewalks: Minimum eight feet clearance above surface
n. Tree branches over streets or alleys: Minimum 14 feet clearance above surface
o. Branches must not obstruct streetlights, traffic control devices, or intersection visibility
(f) Pruning standards.
p. Limbs shall be pruned to their bases (no stubs)
q. Topping is prohibited except with Tree Board approval
r. Dead, diseased, or dangerous limbs must be removed promptly
s. Stumps must be removed below ground surface
(g) Trees on public property. Planting, pruning, spraying, removing, or treating trees on Town property or rights-of-way requires Town permission.
(h) Tree damage liability. Persons damaging or destroying trees on Town property are liable for removal and replacement costs.

[bookmark: section_12_3_20_prohibited_species]Section 12-3-20. Prohibited Species
(a) Prohibited trees. The following species may not be planted within Town limits:
a. Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila)
b. Russian olive
c. Any juniper or pinyon..
(b) Removal of prohibited trees.
d. Prohibited trees planted after effective date of this ordinance must be removed within two days of written notice.
e. Failure to remove authorizes Town to remove at owner's expense.
(c) Diseased or infested trees.
f. Trees dead, diseased, or infested with insects endangering other vegetation are nuisances.
g. Town may require removal or treatment within specified timeframe.
h. Costs may be assessed as lien if owner fails to comply.

[bookmark: section_12_3_30_public_way_requirements]Section 12-3-30. Public Way Requirements
(a) Dangerous trees. Property owners must remove trees or limbs on or overhanging public rights-of-way that constitute danger to public safety including:
a. Trees hindering visibility;
b. Trees with structural defects risking failure;
c. Trees affecting public health, safety, or welfare.
(b) Town authority. Town may prune or remove dangerous trees after providing notice and opportunity to cure.
(c) Cost assessment. Owners failing to comply with removal orders are charged for Town's removal costs.

[bookmark: section_12_3_40_tree_service_licensing]Section 12-3-40. Tree Service Licensing
(a) License required. Persons engaged in commercial tree planting, pruning, spraying, or removal within Town must obtain annual license.
(b) License fee. As set forth in Town consolidated fee schedule.
(c) Exemption. Property owners performing tree work on their own property are exempt.

[bookmark: article_4_animals]ARTICLE 4: ANIMALS
[bookmark: section_12_4_10_at_large_prohibition]Section 12-4-10. At-Large Prohibition
(a) Animals prohibited at-large. The following animals may not run or be at-large within Town:
a. Horses, mares, geldings, mules, jacks, burros
b. Cattle, cows, steers, calves
c. Hogs, pigs
d. Sheep, goats
e. Geese
(b) Declaration of nuisance. Running at-large of listed animals is declared a public nuisance.
(c) Impoundment authority. Town may impound animals found at-large and proceed according to Colorado statute.
(d) Citizen assistance. Citizens may lawfully capture listed animals found at-large and deliver to Town for impoundment.

[bookmark: section_12_4_20_dog_control_and_l_f4c785]Section 12-4-20. Dog Control and Licensing
(a) Definitions.
a. Dog: Any domesticated animal (Canis familiaris) related to fox, wolf, coyote, or jackal.
b. Dog owner: Any person possessing, controlling, harboring, or allowing dog to remain on premises for minimum of three days.
(d) At-large prohibition for dogs.
c. Dogs may not run at-large (off owner's property and not leashed).
d. Dogs must be leashed and under immediate owner control in all public places including:
• Public property and rights-of-way;
• Common areas of private property;
• Parking lots, churches, cemeteries, parks, golf courses, schools.
(e) Owner responsibilities. Dog owners must:
e. Prevent dogs from injuring people or property;
f. Prevent dogs from chasing, harassing, or injuring wildlife;
g. Report escaped dogs to Town Code Enforcement Officer within one hour;
h. Carry means for excrement removal and immediately remove all excrement deposited by dog on public or others' property.

[bookmark: section_12_4_30_impoundment_procedures]Section 12-4-30. Impoundment Procedures
(a) Impoundment authority. Town may impound animals:
a. Running at-large;
b. Creating public nuisances;
c. Injured on public property (pending owner notification).
(b) Subduing authority. Peace officers and animal control officers may use authorized drugs or chemicals to subdue animals that:
d. Cannot safely be captured otherwise;
e. Appear vicious or dangerous;
f. Reasonably threaten public health or safety.
(c) Costs. Owners reclaiming impounded animals must pay:
g. Impoundment fees;
h. Daily maintenance costs;
i. Veterinary costs if applicable;
j. Penalty fines as specified;
k. Drug costs if sedation required.
(d) Unauthorized release. Breaking open pound facilities or releasing impounded animals is prohibited.

[bookmark: section_12_4_40_owner_responsibilities]Section 12-4-40. Owner Responsibilities
(a) Penalties for at-large violations.
a. First offense: $35.00 fine
b. Second offense within two years: $50.00 fine
c. Third and subsequent offenses: Summons to Municipal Court
(b) Liability for impoundment. Animal owners permitting animals to run at-large are liable for penalties plus all impoundment and care costs.
(c) Payment requirement. All fees payable to Town Treasurer.
(d) Enforcement. This Article enforced by police department and designated animal control officers who have peace officer authority for these purposes.

[bookmark: severability]SEVERABILITY
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Chapter is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Chapter.

[bookmark: effective_date]EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance shall take effect 30 days after final passage and publication according to law.
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[bookmark: drafting_notes_for_board_review]DRAFTING NOTES FOR BOARD REVIEW
[bookmark: key_improvements_in_this_revision]Key Improvements in This Revision
1. Plain Language: Converted legalistic phrasing to clear, direct language understandable to non-lawyers while maintaining legal precision.
2. Logical Organization: Reorganized scattered provisions into coherent sections grouped by topic rather than alphabetical listing.
3. Enhanced Definitions: Expanded definitions with objective criteria (e.g., "inoperable vehicle" now has four specific presumptions instead of vague language).
4. Clear Procedures: Added step-by-step processes for:
• Notice delivery (multiple methods specified)
• Compliance timelines (14 days standard with extension process)
• Cost recovery (detailed billing and lien procedures)
• Appeals (extension request process)
5. Defensible Standards: Replaced subjective terms like "unsightly" and "offensive" with:
• Specific decibel limits for noise
• Measurable height limits for weeds (8 inches)
• Specific timeframes (24 hours, 72 hours, 14 days)
• Distance requirements for trees and utilities
6. Small Town Adaptations: Recognized Crestone's context:
• Population of 200
• No dedicated animal control
• Mountain community with wildlife issues
• Volunteer/limited enforcement capacity
7. Wildlife-Specific Provisions: Enhanced bear and wildlife protection sections given mountain location.
8. Due Process Protections: Strengthened notice requirements, extension procedures, and appeal rights to withstand legal challenges.
9. Cost Recovery Mechanisms: Detailed lien process following Colorado statutory requirements for municipal assessments.
10. Enforcement Flexibility: Provided multiple enforcement tools (administrative, criminal, civil) while maintaining proportionality.
[bookmark: potential_issues_for_board_discussion]Potential Issues for Board Discussion
1. Enforcement Capacity: With no animal control officer, Board should consider:
• Contracting with county or neighboring jurisdiction
• Training volunteer animal control officer
• Relying solely on police for enforcement
2. Penalty Amounts: Maximum $2,650 fine reflects Colorado statutory limits. Board may wish to set lower maximums or graduated penalties.
3. Wildlife Conflicts: First-offense educational approach for wildlife feeding may reduce community resistance while protecting bears.
4. Public Comment: Given small population, public hearing likely critical for community buy-in.
5. Fee Schedule: Board needs to establish or confirm fees referenced in consolidated fee schedule for:
• Dog licenses
• Tree service licenses
• Impoundment charges
• Administrative costs for abatement
[bookmark: legal_compliance_notes]Legal Compliance Notes
This revision maintains compliance with:
· Colorado statutory authority for municipal nuisance regulation (C.R.S. § 31-15-401)
· Fourth Amendment search and seizure protections
· Due process requirements for property interests
· Colorado abandoned vehicle statutes (C.R.S. § 42-4-1801 et seq.)
· Recent Colorado municipal law updates for 2026

Recommended Next Steps:
1. Legal review by qualified municipal attorney
2. Public hearing with advance notice
3. Fee schedule adoption/confirmation
4. Coordination with county sheriff on animal control support
5. Community education plan before enforcement begins
